YORK LODGE #563 TRESTLEBOARD
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* Please note that Special Meetings are at the discretion
of the Master and may be cancelled or changed as regards

TRESTLEBOARD
JANUARY
7 600PM........ Stated Meeting
EXAMS
**NOTE EARLY START TIME***
14 630PM. Special Mceting
MM Degree
21 6:00 PM ., Dinner
FOOPM e Stated Meeting
Fellowshhip Night
EXAMS
28 6:30 PM . Special Meeling
EA Degree
FEBRUARY
4 TOOPM. Stated Meeting
EXAMS
11 OO PM ., Dinner
T:00 PM . Special Mccting
ANNUAL INSPECTION
EA Degree
I8 TO0PM. Stated Meceting
Exams
25 6:00PM. . Special Meeting
MM Degree
MARCH
3 TOOPM. Stated Meeting
EXAMS
10 6:30PM Special Meeting
EA Degree
17 TOOPM. Stated Meeting
EXAMS
24 600PM .. Special Mceting
MM Degree
31 DARK

l date, time, and formai.

Grand Master to Meet Ohio Masons
in Florida in January

Grand Master Ronald L. Winnett is planning three vis-
itations to share the Bicentennial message with Ohio
Masons and their ladies who live or vacation there.

The Ohio Masonic Home has agreed to share
the cost of the luncheons this year, thus reduc-
ing the cost to $6 per person at each location.

A special program has been planned with the oppor-
tunity for the Grand Master to present veteran’s em-
blems to deserving brethren. Here is the schedule:

BRADENTON
Monday, January 21, 2008

Luncheon at noon
in the Peridia Golf & Country Club,
4950 Peridia Blvd., Bradenton, FL 34203.
For reservations, contact Kenneth Gavin at
5710 Doral Court, Sarasota, FL. 34238;
941-925-4536.

FT. MYERS
Tuesday, January 22, 2008

Luncheon at noon
in the Araba Shrine Center,
2010 Hanson St.
For reservations, contact Richard Scobie,
3153 Old Farmhouse Drive,
N. Fort Myers, FL 33917; 239-995-6872.

Fellowship Night and I-Care

When: January 21, 2008 @ 6:30 PM
Where: York Lodge
Speaker: Amy Stomieroski

from I-CARE Senior Services

Any questions? Contact Steven Moore

TAVARES
Wednesday, January 23, 2008

Luncheon at noon
at Lack County Shrine Club,

424 N. Duncan Road (Rt. 19), Tavares.
For reservations, contact George R. Young,
6229 E. Rector St., Inverness, FL 34452,
352-341-3006.




DOES THE FRATERNITY HAVE

AN IDENTITY CRISIS?
by W..Tim Bryce, PM, MPS
Palm Harbor, Florida, USA

“A Foot Soldier for Freemasonry”
Ralph: “If any of the Racoons ever get sick, it’ll be my
responsibility to go and visit them.”
Alice: “Oh, that is a very important responsi-
bility, Ralph. You better start now and find

out what the visiting hours are at Bellevue.”

- The Honeymooners
As Freemasons, we have been very fortunate recently
to receive some good press from the movies, “National
Treasure,” and Dan Brown’s “The Da Vinci Code.”
Dan’s upcoming book, “The Solomon Key” will also
lead to renewed interest in Masonry. True, such movies
and books portray the fraternity as ancient and hono-
rable, but I am becoming very much concerned about
the image we project to the public. Under these titles,
today’s Freemasons are viewed as what [ call “Custo-
dians of the Past.” How many people have we met who
said, “Oh yea, | remember my grandfather was a Ma-
son™? Frankly, our image with the public is one of a
bunch of nice old guys who occasionally give money to
charity, hold pancake breakfasts and spaghetti dinners,
and have secret handshakes and signals. Does anyone
remember the handshake used by Raiph Cramden and
Ed Norton (from TV’s “The Honeymooners™) in their
“International Order of Loyal Raccoons” Lodge? That’s
the general perception the public has of us. Think I'm
kidding? Let’s look at some of the customs of the “Rac-
coons™:
Membership requirements (Bylaws, sec. 2)
»  US citizen for the last six months.
e Have a public school diploma.
» Pay a $1.50 initiation fee.
Raccoon of the Year privileges:
+ Opening the first clam at the annual clambake.
« Steering the boat on the annual ride up the Hud-
son River to Raccoon point.
o Free burial with spouse at Raccoon National
Cemetery in Bismark, North Dakota.
« Opportunity to run for Grand High Exalted
Mystic Ruler.
Lodge events:
« Annual national conventions in Chicago and
Minneapolis.
» Annual ride up the Hudson River to Raccoon
point.

» Anpnual clambake.

* Annual fishing trip (wives not allowed).

« National Mambo dance championship.

* Annual Costume Party.

» Raccoon Lodge bowling team, the Hurricanes.
(There was a $15 fee for each event).

The Raccoon Marching song:
In the West and in the East
There’s a mighty little beast
For courage there is no other.
When the chips are all at stake
We are proud to call him brother.
So with our noble tails entwined
And a spirit strong of mind
We'll have hearts that cannot melt.
in the forest, in the trees
On the land or seven seas.
We’re brothers under the pelt.
Raccoons, the noble Raccoons.

Drinking toast:
Fingers to fingers, thumbs to thumbs, watch out be-
low, here she comes.

(Thanks to the Grand Lodge of British Columbia and
Yukon for this background material)

Sure, Jackie Gleason had a lot of fun developing this
bit and it got a lot of laughs but ultimately it repre-
sents the public persona of Freemasonry. Now, with
Hollywood’s latest offerings, we are portrayed as the
old guard looking after our ancient heritage. Con-
sequently, it should come as no small surprise why
we are not getting much needed young blood into the
fraternity.

We should be mindful of our public image in our ac-
tivities and writings, otherwise we will be forever re-
garded as “Custodians of the Past,” not the “Builders
of the Future.”

Ralph: “It just so happens that the Raccoon Lodge is
going through a financial crisis. And I'm the treasu-
rer, Alice, I'm responsible. If [ don’t get some mo-
ney into that treasury, you know what might happen?
The Bensonhurst chapter of the Raccoon Lodge may
no longer be. You know what that means?”

Alice: “Yeah. Real estate values in Bensonhurst will
go up one hundred percent!”

Submitted by Jose O. Diaz, PM



dressed tree management, 10 Inciuae unaer-
brush in the area adjacent to the rough. As a
result of his suggestions, the Greens Super-
intendent and his crew have removed several
area of underbrush which previously grew in
areas between fairways. Maybe now I won’t
lose as many balls. They will also be remov-
ing several trees which previously interfered
with ball flight in play. Hopefully when you
return to play in the spring you will notice the
improvement.

Finally, let me make an appeal to those of you
who play golf at York on a greens fee basis.
Consider a full membership. Contact Chuck
Dahn and discover what many already recog-
nize as the best dollar value in central Ohio.
Remember, as a Lodge member paying a
greens fee to play, you will be restricted to
ten (10) rounds during the golfing season be-
ginning this tear.
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rent masculine archetypes: the heroic artisan (Blue
Lodge), the righteous warrior (Knight Templars),
the wise man (Scottish Rite), and the jester or fool
(Shriners).

How these massive structure managed to sha-
pe these identities, is at the heart of Masonic
Temples: Freemasonry, Ritual Architecture, and
Masonic Archetypes. This is a well-written and
thoroughly researched boock; grounded on solid
evidence and cogently interpreted. Missing from
this work are the wild, and by default, unsubstanti-
ated stories that have turned Masonic research into
a happy hunting ground for the well-intentioned
but ill-informed. William D. Moore’s Masonic
Temples, now joins Steven Bullock’s Revolutio-
nary Brotherhood, Margaret Jacob’s The Radical
Enlightenment; Pantheists, Freemasons, and Re-
publicans, and Jessica Harland-Jacobs’ Builders
of Empire: Freemasonry and British Imperialism,
1717-1927, as one of the best Masonic titles to
come by in quite a while.

José O. Diaz, PM



